
Text 3

How much can you learn from the Internet?

If you want facts, then the Internet is sometimes more useful than an encyclopaedia. It’s true that the facts in an encyclopaedia are often more carefully checked, and it’s true that on the Internet facts are sometimes not distinguished from opinions, but even so there are incalculably more facts on more subjects on the Internet. Encyclopaedias, after all, have restrictions on space and, in a rapidly changing world, are soon out-of-date. They often simply don’t contain the information you really want. The Internet, on the other hand, almost certainly does. Books (including good encyclopaedias!) and teachers, however, are much better at encouraging you to distinguish between facts and opinions and to use facts to produce valuable information. Leading neuroscientist, Professor Susan Greenfield, points out that books encourage you to speculate, imagine and invent in a way that the “here-you-are” images on the Internet don’t. Classroom interaction with a teacher – asking and answering questions − often helps information become knowledge. If you then do a lot of thinking and have an enriching life then perhaps, one day, that knowledge will become wisdom. The answer to our question, then, is clear: the Internet is very useful but it’s no substitute for books, teachers and your own life.

A.- Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Justify your answers with words from the text. (2 marks)

1 Encyclopaedias can’t offer as many facts as the Internet does.

2 Encyclopaedias are always up-to-date.

3 It’s easier to distinguish between facts and opinions in an encyclopaedia.

4 Books and teachers help students to think.

B.- Find words in the text that correspond to the meanings below. (2 marks)

1 tested

2 topics

3 limits

4 motivating

C.- Rewrite the following sentences so that they mean the same. (2 marks)

1 Facts are sometimes not distinguished from opinions.

   We …………………………………………………..

2 Books encourage you to speculate.

   You ………………………………………………….

3 If you don’t do much thinking, you won’t become wise.

   Unless ………………………………………………..

4 The Internet is very useful. It is no substitute for books.

   The Internet, ………………………………………….

D.- Answer at least one of the questions below. Write 80-100 words. (4 marks)

1 Why is it important to read books?

2 How can the Internet help you in your life?
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